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Proved to be defective, and productive of 


ent Conſequences prejudicial to Calis la- 
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Moſt Reverend Father in Gop 
His GRACE the 
Lord Archbiſhop of CaxrER BURY, 


PRIMA SE of All Ex er AND. 


has 


May it pleaſe Your Ga Ack, 


Re HE Dignity of the Sub- 
ect, che Goſpel;the Emi- 
nence of its great Au- 
chor, the Son of God; 
: Your high Station in the Chriſtian 
Church, the Primate of All Ex- 
LAND, With the bright Example of 
what is recommended to the inferior 
Clergy, which ſhines in Your Grace's 
Character; the Intent, earneſt De- 
ſire, and well Known Deſi ign of the 
+4 > all Author - 
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| Dignity of Religion, the Unity, 
ZE — and Happi — of the Na- 
tion; will, it is hoped, be ſome 
Apology for his great Preſumption 
in entreating Your Grace's Patron- 
| age of theſe Sheets: hoping, and 
_ ardently wiſhing Your Grace may 
long continue in Life, enjoy a per- 
fect State of Health, and have 
the Pleaſure and Satisfaction to know 
| that this ſmall · Treatiſe anſwers the ; 
| End for which it was compoſed by 
| him, who begs leave to ſubſcribe 
himſelf, with the e Re- 


= 
YET 48 * 7 
a io * 


* 9 
7 


Vour Gract's 8 
e Dur 4 , : LY 
rad | Moſt & Humble Servant, Z 


* 5 8 ern nn 


* en Bw, it is natural for Per- 

eo) ſons who are Friends to the Pa- 
tient, to preſcribe. Medicines, for 
its Eure ſo when a Diſorder 
Gol * in a State or Kingdom, 
| every Perfon ought to be conſi- 

der'd as A NN who preſcribes Rules for re- 


moving it. Vice and Immorality deſtroys Reli- 


gion, which is the Life of a State or Kingdom, 
23s cold or improper Diet puts the Blood out -þ 
5 Ft, which is the Life of the human Body ; 
Either of theſe Cale there may be many Proferip- 
tions, and the Diſorder ſtill remain, nay increaſe ; 
the only Method in both, is to endeavour to find 
out the Cauſe, with the natural Conſequences that 
attend it: this being done, the 'Cure will be 
found very eaſy, ſeeing the Effect muſt ceaſe, as 
foon as the Cauſe is removed. I therefore mall 
endeavour to find out the Cauſe why Religion de- 
cays daily amongſt us, and Vice and Immo ity 
triumphs. | 
.Þ is the Opinion of- moſt Wo honeſt R 


ſons, 
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1. 2 ( 
ſons, . Mie and knomorality of all Kinds 
were never arrived at ſo high a Pitch in this Na- 
tion, as at this Time, nor Religion ſo low, not- 
withſtanding we have good and wholeſome Laws 
for the Suppreſſion of Vice, as well as Churches 
and other Places of Devotion where Perſons may 
be inſtructed in the Duties of Religion; yet it 
muſt be confeſſed, that thoſe Laws are not put in 
Execution according to the true Deſign of the Le- 
giſlature, nor the Churches filled according to 
what might reaſonably be expected. 
Tux great Reaſon why our Laws are not put 
in Execution is, the Perſons who are appointed to . 
do it, don't conſider it as a religious Duty; 
| otherwiſe they would look upon themſelves as the 
' Miniſters of God, which the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion declares them to be, and as ſuch, they would 
think it their Duty to puniſh thoſe Crimes, which * 
are puniſhable both by the Chriſtian Law, and 
the Laws of the Land; the Neglect of which is 
not only a Breach of their Oaths, and Obedience 
to the King and legiſlative Power, but of their 
Duty to God, and their Fellow Creatures. | 
Bur as the conniving at thoſe Crimes, as well 1 
as committing them, proceeds from the Want of 
true Zeal for God and Religion, it is neceſſary to 
enquire. from what Cauſe that ariſes, ſeeing, as I 
ſaid before, we have as many Churches and Meet- 
ings, and as many Prayers and Sermons in RI, 
as ever we had, if not more. 
Tux true Cauſe has been found out a lon ng 
time, and lamented by a great many pious go 
Men; but as they were not capable of preſcrib- 
ing a Method for removing it, they choſe to be 
filent. I have propoſed to remove this grand 
ae, that Religion might TEVIVes. without mak- 


ing 


CEL 
ing public the Reaſon of its Decay ; I. have at- 
tempted this ſeveral Years, with ſome ſmall Suc- 
ceſs, yet nothing to what might reaſonably have 
been expected, ſeeing few Perſons will apply for 
the Cure of a Diſorder, they cannot be perſuaded 
they have. This is often manifeſted, when Mi- 
niſters point out the Vices commonly practiſed 
amongſt Mankind, by every one ſeeing his 
Neighbour's Faults, but few their own. | 
I rave hinted in ſeveral Advertiſements at 
ſome great Faults, very common amongſt us, 
by propoſing to remove them : and although the 
Perſons hinted at can perceive them n a great 
many of their Acquaintance, yet very few in 
themſelves. But if thoſe Perſons who can ſee 
the Mote in their Brother's Eye, could as clearly 
have ſeen the Beam in their own, this had never 
appeared. But as the Motive that induced me to 
ſtudy how to remove theſe great Diſorders, was 
the Glory of God, the Credit of Religion, and 
the Good of the Public, I ſhould think myſelf 
wanting in my Duty both to God and Man, if I 
_ ſhould be ſilent, when it may ſo happen, that 
What I ſhall-ſay here, may be a means to put a 
Stop to that Torrent of Vice and Immorality, 
that runs through every Part of the Nation, and 
_ cauſe true Religion to increaſe and flouriſn. 
RELIOIO is an awful, reverend, pure Wor- 
ſhip, due to the Supreme Author of all Things, 
who is called God; and the Chriſtian Revelation 
informs us, this Being is a Spirit, and requires 
that we ſhould worſhip him in Spirit and Truth ; 
that is, that our Minds ſhould be engaged, and 
fully aſſent to the ſeveral Parts performed by our 
Bodies; for with the Chriſtian, Religion conſiſts 
of two Parts, viz. an Internal and External; the 
7 I]ternal 


Ifternal' is what nb one can pretend to form any 
Judgment of, but God, and the Perſon himſelf , 
but what the External is, any one to whom it is 
viſible, may eaſily know, that is, whether it is 
| agreeable to the Obligations a Creature of our Na- 
ture lies under to the Supreme Governor of the 
Univerſe, or not; this I ſay, is what moſt Perſons 
are capable of judging, for notwithſtanding the 
Chriſtian is to worſhip God with his Spirit, we are 
_ alſo to worſhip him with our Bodies. The 
Apoſtle Paul beſeeches the Romans, by the Mercies 
of God, that they preſent their Bodies a living Sacri- 
fee, holy and acceptable to God, which he Archos 
to be no more than à reaſonable Service; and it will 
be found impoſlible for any Perſon to perform the 
ſpiritual Part of Religion, without the Body be- 
ing in ſome meaſure concern'd, no not even in 
the moſt ſecret Place, where none but God be- 
holds; even thoſe Breathings of the Soul that 
are offered in Sighs and Groans, have a bodily 
Part joined to them. No Man can ſupplicate di- 
vine Majeſty, even in the moſt ſecret Manner, 
without a grave ſerious Countenance, the Eye if 
open, looking up to Heaven, or down as unworth 
of it. We are to glorify God in our Bodies, as well 
as in ix our Spirits, they being both his, and both 
under the like Obligation to join in the Duties of 
Religion: and if ſecret Prayer was to be performed 
without the External or Bodily Part, our Saviour 
would never have ordered that we ſhould enter 
into 4 Cloſet and fout the Door, in order that the 
reverend Poſture of the Body, the grave and 
- ſerious Countenance, which anſwers to the | penis» 
tential humble Mind, ſhould be laid aſide, or 
not practiſed ; for had that been the Caſe, fecret 
Prayer might be performed in any Place, ve 
LS _ amongſt 
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amongſt a 1 G Company, and no one would be 
capable of knowing what the Perſon was about. 


But as it is impoſſible for a truly pious Soul to 
draw near to God, and pour out his Complaints 
before him, in che ſeveral Duties of Religion, 


without the external Part appearing to every Per- 
ſon near, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Saviour has 
ordered that we ſhould conceal our ſelves from 
every Eye but his, who knows all Things; and 
without this, a public Reward cannot be expected. 
Tis the whole Man that muſt be engaged in the 
Duties of Religion, as the whole Man will be re- 
w arded or puniſhed for Obedience or Diſobedi- 
ence; Man being a Compound of Fleſh and Spirit, 


both muſt join in the Duties God requires, or ue | 


will reject both him and his Performances. 
lam ſenſible that the External Part of Relig . 

as fer forth by a great many Perſons, is falling 
down on their Knees, holding up, or joining the 
Hands, and ſaying Prayers in the Family, or 


5 all this may be done by a Perſon who has no 


is Frs Jap theſe” Things afide, but to add to 


chem a "ſerious, reverend Countenance! ſuitable 
Hed of that Being, who is our Creator, 


Kedeemer) and Father, and that our Words 
5 22 a Toene of Voice, ſuitable 


de de „ the Blefings and 


5 Thankfutned | 3 „ him! * the Favpurs we 


mae recti ved at his Hands, This Icall the Exter- 
ternal Part, but the other is only preparatory to 


7 it. This vwhatanFrers to the Internal; pr" % 
| this is wanting, I am apt to think the Intern! 


will never be found; for if che Mind is fully 
engaged in any particular Affair, the Body will 
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going to Church, and doing the like there; bo: 
of Religion. The External Part of Religion 


be 
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| be ted, WP Chis acl} Vole 
will ſhew whether it affords Pleaſure or Pain. 
Ir we obſerve a Perſon confeſſing a Fault, pe · 
titioning a Fayour, or returning Thanks. for ſome 
youu at Benefit he has received, in performing each we 
Il find hisCountenance and Tone -of Voice alter, 
and that not only in a grown Perſon, but in a 
Child of three or four Tears old. This plainly 
proves that the Countenance and Tone of Voice 
Will correſpond with the Mind, if the Perſon is in 
earneſt. But further, when we ſee Criminals before 
aJudge, or going to the Place of Execution, wedraw 
our Sentiments of their Repentance or Obduracy 
from their Geſture, Countenance, Eyes, and Tone 
of Voice, even when their Words are indifferent; 
nay, the Sentiments of the Mind are ſo cle: 
wrote on the Countenance, and' ſignified by the 
Tone of Voice of every Perſon, that we expect 
chat even Children ſhould underſtand them; it 
being common to aſk- Children hw: a Perſon 
looked. or ſpoke, meaning what their .Counte- 
nance or- Tone of Voice-did: ſignify: or expreſs, 
whether the-Senſe of the Word, or the reverigg 
4 . which fully ſhews that Sorrow andCantrition, 
F 
Parts igion w a Fane dice, 
Caſt of the Countenanee, and Geſture of the 
Body, that 2 diſcover; it to others æ an) where 
7 thar is not the Caſe, the-Internal-iruſt;bearting, 
nay. 75 va e . ſecing there de ne! 21. 
N int h e enen 
8 that cho moſt ect — 
ion ſhould. be prnformed by:the whole Man, 
and Soul; ; he -expects: thoſe of a more 
performed in like man- 
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Conſequence than the other; in ſecret Prayer, tlie 
Perſon who behaves irreverently, affronts God 
and incurs his Diſpleaſure on his own Account; 
but he who performs the Duties of Religion in 
Company with others, muſt anſwer for the Evil 
his bad Example has brought on them. | 
_ - Wren the Maſter himſelf performs the Du- 
ties of Religion in his Family, nothing but the 
external 'Part can be known to them ; from the 
Appearance of which, they are naturally led to 
form Ideas of the internal, in performing which 
he ſhould be very careful; otherwiſe, inſtead of 
bringing his Children and Setvanrs to be in Love 
with Religion, he may be a Means of their hav- 
ing an Averſion to it, which is too often the 
Caſe, Maſters being apt to give themſelves more 
Liberty in their Geſtures and Expreſſions, a- 
mongſt their Children and Servants,” than they 
would if Strangers were preſent This ſhould' not 
be practiced, inaſmuch as it may afford Matter 
of Ridicule to young Perſons, who, we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, are not all, if any, every Way 
Aualified to judge whether ſuch a Geſture or ſuch 
an Expreſſion is ſuitable ; nay it often happens in 
moſt Families, ſome one or more who joins in 
the Duties of Religion, do it more out of Com- 
pPlaiſance, or becauſe the Maſter inſiſts upon it, 
than for the Sake of Religion M and as ſuch Per- 
ſons employ their Eyes and Ears, more to diſ- 
eover ſome Poſture or Expreſſion that may afford 
them Matter for Ridicule, than to join in Devo-— 
tion to God, the Maſter ſhould be very careful 
to avoid giving them an rtunity. | 
LI kt 2 OR ſhould' caſt 
himſelf on the Ground in Token of ' Humility, 
or ſmite on his Breaſt as the Publican is ſaid to 
do, or uſe a great many Expreſſions no ways un- 
9 9 8 3 8 warrant-- 
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_ warrantable- from Scripture, but proper only 
when. God alone ſeeth ; theſe would atrord Mat- 
ter of Ridicule to moſt young Perſons, and fo 


become a great Hurt to Religion; for which 


Reaſon they ſhould be avoided, and made uſe of 
only in the Cloſet, when the Door is ſhut, and 
none preſent but Him who knows the Mind, and 
Cauſe which produced that Geſture or Expreſ- 
ſion, and to whom Sincerity is more acceptable 
than Form. One Thing more ſhould be care- 
_ fully avoided, Which is the making long Prayers, 
the latter End of which are often dull and heavy; 
but if that is not the Caſe, young People are 
tired, and often ſleepy; this gives them a Diſlike 
to thew Duty, and it is _ Chriſt himſelf has 
forbid, as alſo informed us, No Man is heard fer 
bis much Speaking ; but he ſhould perform it 
with an humble reverend Poſture, of Body, a 


grave, | ſerious, reverential Countenance, and if- 8 
his Eyes are open, he ſhould turn them upwards, 


as looking towards Him, to whom Prayer is di- 
re qed, and who we believe is more immediately 
above in Heaven: his Words ſhould be ſuch as 
all who join can underſtand, and they ſhould 
fully ſet forth their Sins, Wants, Mercies, and 
hleiſing, Sorrow for Sin, Deſire of Pardon, and 
every Ble ſſing, with Thankfulneſs for Favours 
already es... and each Part ſhould be pro- 
nounced with a Tone of Voice proper to what 


\ . Ought to be the Deſire of the Soul, and the great 


and glorious Majeſty of Him, Who is a God hear- 
ing Prayer; yet he will hear none but what 
i comes from the Heart. 

Zur if the Maſter ſhould perform the Duties 
of: Religion, with a looſe careleſs Geſture of 
Body, the. Countenance unconcerned, the Eye 
| wandering, ou the Tone of Voice. ſuch as is 23 

| | - uſe 


Os 


uſe of in common Occurrences, both Children 


and Servants will ſoon come to have a mean 
Opinion of it, ſecing this falls ſhort of the Hy- 
Pocrite, who, though his Mind is not engaged 
in the Duties of Religion, takes care to perform 
the external Part as if it was, and thereby in- 
duces well-diſpoſed Perſons to be truly religious; 
but where that is wanting, Religion muſt die 
away, and come to nothing, which ſeems to be 
too much our Caſe at preſent. Now nothing is 
more common than for Perſons who teach Child- 
ren their Prayers, to let them hurry them over 
as faſt as they can, or in the Manner I have men- 
tioned above, which is a great Fault; yet much 
more excuſable than in themſelves, inaſmuch 
as Children cannot be ſuppoſed to fix proper Ideas 


to their Words, which Men ought; for which 
| Reaſon Men hurrying thus may be ſaid to read 


Prayers, or ſay Prayers, but not to pray, which 
an Atheiſt may do, without acting inconſiſtent 
with himſelf; the ſame as a Perſon who diſputes 
the Title of a King, may read over an Addreſs, 


or Petition to him, in the Name of all the Per- 


ſons living in the ſame Town where he lives, 
without being one who is concerned in it, or who 


believes the King has a Power or Right to grant 


what was aſked of him; or as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, who voted againſt a certain Bill, may read 
it publicly without conſenting to it, or even any 
Perſon preſent believing he did, ſeeing there are 
Methods of Reading and Speaking, by means of 
which moſt People will know whether the Perſon 
vho performs, is in earneſt or not; ſo that if the 
Duties of Religion are carried on as above, the 
whole Family muſt ſee the Maſter is not in ear - 
neſt; inaſmuch as he does not perform the Ex- 
ternal Part of it. This will in time, if they ares 


( 12 ) 
never fo _ diſpoſed, bring them to neglect, if 
not deſpiſe. Religion; and thus thoſe little Nur- 
ſeries where Youth are or ought to be trained up 
for the public Worſhip « of the Sanctuary, often 
28 inſtrumental in proveriting their appearing 
r 
I the. Family where there is a Chaplain, the 
Caſe will differ but little; as it is his Duty to per- 
form, ſo it is to ſee that the Servants attend and 
behave well; otherwiſe the bad Behaviour of one 
may ſpoil the Devotion of the reſt, and in time 


bring others to follow his Example: but then the 


Chaplain ſhould take care to ſpeak and act fo as 
fo be an; Example of Piety and Virtue, otherwiſe 

his Precepts vill have little Force, in reſpect. to 
Religion; nay, if he does not perform in the moſt 

ſerious and ſolemn Manner, nothing that he can 
| fay or do will have any Influence on them. It is 
the high Eſteem Miniſters have for God and 
| Religion, that gains them Reputation with Men, 
and thoſe Perſons who pay no Regard to Reli- 
| gion themſelves, value thoſe Miniſters who do, 
More than thoſe who act contrary to it; if there- 
fore a Chaplain behaves as he ought, Religion 
will creaſe in the F amily where he lives; but 


1 otherwif ſe, it will decays. and in Time be ans 


* or a C 


8 
As Religion muſt. decreaſe and. die away in 
chat Family, where the External Part is wanting, 
in performing what are called the ſeveral Duties 
of Religion, ſo it will in that Church where they 
are performed in like Manner; there being no 
Diftere erence hetwixt a F amily and a Church in that 
Rapfen, only the Grit is a {mall Number of Per- 
ſans living in one Houſe, for whom the Head, 
haplain appointed by him, performs the 
Dates ol: Religion every Day, or as often cy bo 
api SR 


but ſer them an Example; nay, if they have any 


5 Nr the whele Counſel of God, and let their 
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thinks proper, the other conſiſting of a Number 


of Families meeting together, at a proper Place, 
who have one Miniſter who officiates for the 
Whole in all Things appertaining to Religion, 
who by his Education, and continual Study of- 
the Scriptures, has, or ought to have, acquired 
ſuch Knowledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, as will 
furniſh him with more exalted Ideas of thoſe 
great and glorious Beings, than can be expected 
of Perſons, who are not brought up to, and wholly 
employed in that Function. And as Miniſters 
Ideas of God's Attributes and glorious Perfecti- 

ons, and his Love and Goòdd- will to a loſt World 
in our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, muſt, or 
ought to exceed any thing that can be pretended 
to by ſuch as have not been imployed in the 
like Sade; ſo it is plain and evident they muſt 
be moſt znſible of the Obligations we are under 
to that Being, as alſo what religious Worſhip he 
requires, and the propereſt Manner for perform- 
ing it. Now as this muſt be the Caſe, it is 
their Duty, not only to inſtruct the Laity, 


. Regard for themſelves, if they believe the Goſpel, 
they can no Way negle& or ſhun to declare to 


_ Laght fo ſpine before Men, as that they may ſee their 
gh Works, and glorify their Father which ts in 
eaden. 
T ks is not only what may l be ex · 
cted from Miniſters, but it is the very End and 
| Deſign of God in appointing that there ſhould be 
ſuch Men, as alſo the Cauſe, that induced this, 
and all other Nations to provide them a proper 
Maintenance, that they might not be incumbred 
with the Things of this World. They are God's. 
| ee they are Fellow-Workers with 1 — 
- . MN 


-_— im _-—_* 
and his Apoſtles, and they ought to perform ſo 


as to exceed all thoſe who are not of that 


Calling; in like Manner as Perſons brought up to 
certain Trades, can perform their reſpective Bu- 
ſineſs, or Work, better than ſuch as are brought 


up. to others; ſo Miniſters ſhould perform the 


Duties of Religion, in a better, and more ſolemn 
Manner than other Perſons, otherwiſe their Time 
in ſtudying is ill ſpent, and the Money it coſt for 

their Support the mean while laid out to no Pur- 

poſe, or to one that is in it ſelf very bad, inaſ- 
much as the Miniſter who is not a Credit and 

Honour to Religion, commonly is a Scandal and 

— ß. ĩ ͤĩͤĩ 

From what I have already ſaid, in relation to 

Mliniſters, if they have been diligent in qua- 

lifying themſelves for that Function, they 

muſt not only know how, but be capable of per- 

forming the ſeveral Duties of Religion, more a- 

greeable to the Will of God, as ſet forth in the 

Scriptures, than other Men: and as they ought to 

be capable, ſo they are under the ſtrongeſt Obli- 

gations to do it, both in Reſpect to Honour and 

Juſtice, if their Duty to God was out of the 

Queſtion. And if we were to ſuppoſe a Miniſter 


| the Actor of the Duties of Religion, and no way 


concerned in the internal Part, to read the Goſ- 
pel would be to act the Part of our bleſſed Lord, 
that is, to appear in that ſerious Manner he did, 
and to pronounce the Words with that Solemnity, 
as well as Force and Energy, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe him to do; in reading St. Paul's Epiſtle's, 


be ſhould be ated; the Countenance, Eye, Toneof 


Voice, and Geſture, ſhould be what we may na- 


I turally ſuppoſe his, when he delivered that Part, 


or what it would have been if he had delivered it: 
fo likewiſe in reading the Exhortation, W 


1 : 

| mould act the Perſon who has a real Love for, and 
Deſire that his Fellow Creatures may be happy; 
in Confeſſion he ought to act the Part of a Per- 
ſon, wholooks upon himſelf and the Congregation 
as truly guilty before God; in Petition, he ſhould 
act the Perſon, who believes that God will pardon 
his, and their Sins, and ſend them every needful 
Bleſſing if they aſk ir in an humble Manner; in 
Thankigiving, he ſhould act as one who is ſenſible 
he and the People have received a great many 
Bleſſings and Mercies at the Hands of God; and 
the like in all other Parts of the Duties of Re- 
ligion. This is performing the external Part; this 
is acting in relation to Religion, as the Players 
act the Parts of Kings, Heroes, Philoſophers, 
Rakes, or Fops; theſe are not ſaid to be acted by 
only putting on the Dreſs, or ſpeaking the Words, 
but by a ſuitable Countenance, Tone of Voice, 
and Geſture ; neither are the ſeveral Duties of Re- 
ligion performed as they ought, by putting on a 
| Gown, or Band, or Kneeling, but by Speaking 
and Acting as if the Soul was eva; And it 


| this was the Caſe, there would be no room to com- 


plain of the Decay of Religion; and this may be 
performed by a Miniſter, without being truly 


religious, as well as a Player can act the King, | 


Heroe, Philoſopher, or Rake, without being 
either: and as they by acting thoſe Parts well, 
induce Numbers of Perſons of all Ranks to attend 
their Plays, ſo Miniſters by performing in like 
manner, would induce the People to go and fill 
their Churches; and this evidently appears, inaſ- 


much as thoſe who do, have their Churches con- 


ſtantly crowded... 
Troveu the Internal Part of Religion i is what ; 
none but God can know, and is what will never 
+ to of the. External, > Ft the 88 | 
what 


hs). 


what any Perſon is capable of acquiring to o ſuch 


Perfection, that none will be able to diſtinguiſh 


whether it is the Production of the Internal or 
no; and this I think evident beyond all Con- 


tradiction; when we conſider that the Coun- 
ſeller at the Bar will plead the Cauſe of his Client, 


or at leaſt that Part which repreſents him, with 


a Tone of Voice, Countenance, and Geſture, the 


lame as if he was pleading for himſelf; and a good 
Player will ſpeak and act in every particular Part 


he performs, as if he was the Perſon he fepre- 


ſents; even the loweſt Claſs of Mankind, viz. 
the Beggars, will at the Approach of any Perſon 
they think able to give Alms, put 6n 'a Counte- 
nance, Tone of Voice, and Geſture, proper for 
conveying the Ideas of Want and Miſery, and 
this has been often done by . and at the 


r 


Geftare, fo that the Gets are - only the 1 Methods | 


of ſpeaking proper for each particular Calling, 


and without LE it could not be carried on, or 
anſwer their ſeveral Deſigns: Nor is this the Caſe 


only with thoſe F have mentioned, but with every 


Calling, as alſo with all Manner of mechanical 
3 each Trade has a particular Method of ſet- 
Work off, fo as to firike the Eye of the 


Bebelder; ; and the Perſon who has acquired it to 


 the'greareſt Perfection, will have the moſt Cuſto- 


mers, when he that through Indolence, or wait 


of Capacity, has not attained to it, will have none, 


or very few; and this holds good in relation to 
the Clerpy. No Man can ſuppoſe a Miniſter re- 


: tp, — in * the moſt ſelenin Du- 


ties, 


ties, has not the leaſt Appearance of the External 

Part; this is what makes Religion decay, and Vice 

— 2 triumph, ſeeing one Miniſter's 

appearing to have no Regard to it, gives Religion 

| eper Wound, than a thouſand of the Rwy 
who are wicked and prophane. 

Ir is plain that God did, when he appointed 
Seide expect the firſt and beſt of all the 
Flocks and Herds: and the Robes he appointed 
that the Prieſts ſhould wear in his Preſence, were 
richer than what they wore in common; and this 
is the Caſe when Men appear before an earthly 
King, it is expected they ſhould be dreſt fine; and 
can we ſuppoſe that this was ſufficient without the 
Countenance, Geſture, and Voice, were dreſt up 
and put in the propereſt Order? no, chat could not 

be the Caſe. The Jewiſb Prieſts in our Saviour's 


Time, were not ſo far abandoned as to neglect this 


external Part of Religion; for they knew tlie 
Advantageariſing from keeping it up: for which 
Reaſon they would ſtand in the Market Places, 
and Corners of the Streets, in a grave, reverend 

| Manner, with their Hands together, and Eyes 
' lifted up to Heaven, their Lips moving, &Cc. 
they likewiſe made long Prayers, and faſted often, 
and put on penitential Looks: this brought the 
People to have them in high Eſteem and Venera- 

tion, and not onl ſo; but-to follow their religious 
5 les; nay, ſome; no doubt, were led to act 

with Sincerity, both towards God and Man; and ſo 


155 long as the Prieſts acted in that Manner, and hid 


their Deſigns from the People, Religion might in- 
creaſe amongſt them, though the Prieſts chem. 


ſelves were Hypoecrites; nor could that have been 


found: out, had not the Son of God appeated, whe 
knew the Secrets of their Hearts, e chem 
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By. the Behaviour * the Jewiſh Prieſts it __ 


4 . pears plain, that the External Part of Religion 


is not only to be performed in the Church, but 
at all other Times. Miniſters ſhould act the Part 
of religious Men, ſo long as they continue to be 
Miniſters, or they will bring Diſgrace and Con- 
tempt on the whole Fraternity. A Player, after 
he has acted Cato properly in the Senate, is not 
to act when he meets the Mutineers like a Cow- 
ard or Merry Andrew, he is to act up to his Cha- 
racter through the whole Play. So a Tradeſman 
is not to act out of his Buſineſs while he is in 
Trade, ſo as to deſtroy or bring it into Contempt, 
becauſe that would be inconſiſtent with his own 
Intereſt; and if he ſhould get a Competency ſuf - 
:ficient to leave off, it would be even then ungene- 
rous, if not criminal, on Account of thoſe whoſe 
whole Dependance is on the lame. Trade for a 
nes. 0 
So a Miniſter ſhould act the Part of a lc 


Man, not only in performing the Duties of Re- 


ligion in the Church, but in his Family, to his 
Wife, Children, and Servants; alſo in the Pariſh, 
to poor and rich, and before every Perſon, he 
_ ought not only to abſtain from doing, and ſay- 
ing thoſe Things that the Goſpel forbids, but 


act thoſe Things that the Goſpel commands: he 


| ſhould act the religious Man whenever he hap- 
pens in Company with wicked and prophane 
Perſons, by telling them their Faults, and ſerting 
before them the Conſequence that muſt attend 
their going on in ſuch a Courſe of Life; all which 
we find performed by a Player on the Stage, v when 
the Part he acts requires it. And will any pretend 
to ſay it is out of the Power of a Miniſter to act the 
good Man, and the Chriſtian, when Players often 
do it? Now as Players ſtudy their Parts, in order 
| imitate * ſeveral * and Paſſhons natural 
to y 


IE? 


1 the ſeyeral Scenes of Action; ſo Miniſters - | 
ſhould ſtudy the Scriptures, in order when they: 
read them to act as they ſer ſorth the Authors 


did, or according to their Precepts, that they 


may be as juſt Repreſentarives of Chriſt' and his 


Apoſtles, as the others are of thoſe Perſons who 
are the Subjects of their Play: this I think all 
Mankind will allow, even the Atheiſt; and it is 


the Want of this alone that cauſes the Decreaſe 


of Religion, and opens a Door for that Torrent 
of Vice and Immorality that is daily pouring 
in more and more upon us, and will increaſe un- 


til Religion ſtops or over - powers it. 


Now it is plain and evident, that the leaſt that 


can be expected of a Miniſter is, that he ſhould: 
act the Miniſter in the Pariſh to which he be- 
| longs; which if he does not, and Religion decays, 
and Vice triumphs, the whole will be chargeable 
on him.- The Soldier who neglects his Duty, can 


ſtand tamely by and hear or join ſuch as 2 


his Maſter, is deemed a Rebel to his King, 


J 


an Enemy to his Country; ſo Miniſters w db ne- 


glect, or perform their Duty! in a way that brings 


Contempt on their Maſter and his Religion, and 
can eat and drink with the Drunken, and delight 
in the Company of Scoffers, are the greateſt Ene- 


mies Religion has, and the greateſt Rebels to 
_ Chriſt; and as we muſt ſuppoſe they know his 
Will, 1 fhalt only deſire they would conſider the 
Conſequence: here this is the C aſe, Religion will 


undoubtedly decay. 


Bur all thoſe wenky: Miniſters whoſe Endea- 
vour it is at all Times to act agreeable to the 


* which I have Reaſon to believe there are 


reat many, will never have Cauſe to complain 
the Decay of Religion in their Pariſhes; with- 
— it proceeds from their Brethren who are un- 


| concerned about it : ſuch Miniſters will be owned 
| GS. : and 


and rewarded: according to the Uſe they have 
made © 


| f their Talents ; but others, who eat and 
drink with the Drunken, and hide their Talents 
in the Earth, will be treated as Enemies both to 
God and Man, and receive their juſt Pupiſhment 


at that Day, when it will be known to Men and | 


Angels whether they were” moved by the Holy 
Shoſt or their temporal Advantage, to become 
Miniſters of Chriſt: and if the Jewiſh. Prieſts, 
whoſe Endeavours were to appear religious, will 
receive great Damnation, what will the Puniſh 
ment be of thoſe whoſe Example tends to deſtroy 
it? From what I have ſaid, it appears plain, it is 
the Duty af every Miniſter to act the Part of a 
religious Man at all Times, as an Example to his 
Pariſh, and in che Church he is to act the ſeveral 
2 of public Religion; now if he neither acts 
the Duties of Religion in the Church, nor the re- 
Usgious Man out, well may Religion decay, nay 
Where is Religion ? there can be none in that 
Pariſh, but what is in private Families, the Public 
being deſtroyed by che Miniſter. A Quakers ſilent 
Medting: muſt be. a thouſand times more accept- 
able to God, than what a Miniſter can ſay, who 
does not perfarm the external Part of his Duty, 
and not only ſo, but more advantageous to the 
 Peaple; and common Experience informs us daily, 


* 


hat numbers of Miniſters we have of that Sort, 
and they are the only Cauſe of the Decay of Re- 
8 — and that produces Vice and Immorality, 
which we muſt never expect to be freed from, 
until thoſe Miniſters who have hitherto neglected, 
will learn to aft as religious Men, as alſo the ſeve- 
ral Public Duties of Religion, in a Way and Man- 
ner becoming the Station they ſtand in, and the 
Being who requires it of them. 
- In order to give Force to what I have ſaid, in 


2 
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relation to the Decay of Religion's being tlie 
Effect of the Miniſter's. not acting the Miniſter; 
we ſhall find the like in all other Public Affairs. 
The King who does not act the King, according 
to the L of the Nation over whom he reigns, 
will find his Subjects uneaſy, reſtleſs, and always 
eaballing in ſecret, until they find a proper Op- 
portunity to bring about a Revolution; this is what _ 
5 Tos happened not only in this Nation, but in moſt 
_. Others; andi if ſuch an Opportunity ſhould not hap- 
pen, he holds a precarious Scepter, who does not 
ct according to the ſtated Laws and Maxims of 
that People, over whom he ought not only to, be 
Head and Governor, but Father and Guardian. 
Tu Man vcho is intruſted with an Army, if he 
does not act the General, will not only fruſtrate 
the Deſigns of the Prince who raiſed him to that 
Poſt of Honour and Truſt, but he will be the 


| Cauſe of the Death of Numbers of his Men, and 


-perchance loſe a Battle, on which depends the 
Far of his Maſter's Croum andKingdom. 

TE Merchant is to act the Merchant, or he 
wth bring Difgrace upon Commerce, arid Trades. 
men ſhould make ſuch Goods as will recommend 
_ taem to their Cuſtomers, or they will feel the 
| Diſadvantage; the Neglect of this has loſt us, or 

reduced very low, Branches of foreign 
Trade, and muſt in the End loſe the whole and 
bting us into Contempt, if aſfeedy Stop 1 is hot pat 

to-thoſe Practices. 6 

Non are ſome ferſots on aer whote Lives 
in one Character, like the Perſon: who has taken 
upon him the Office of a Miniſter of Chriſt; no, 
the Prince who was a Subject, and obliged to obey 8 
his Sovereign yeſterday, may to- day be exalted 
to his Throne, and give Laws to others; and al- 
12 = Changes in- . Caſes are ſudden, yet 


Kang, | 
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every one expects the Prince ſhould then have the 
Spirit of a King, and in all Things act as becomes 8 
his Dignity. > 
So when Perſons are raiſed to high Places under 
the Government, it is expected they ſhould act 
the Part peculiar to thoſe they are crafted with, 
otherwiſe they will ſoon be diſmiſſed, or bring 
all Things into Piſorder and Confuſion; and when 
they are moved to other Places, their Manner of 
acting muſt be altered; for every one ſhould en- 
deavour to act according to his preſent Character. 
No we cannot look into any Hiſtory, but we 
ſhall find, thatthe greateſtEvilsthathave 7 ed 
to States and Kingdoms, as well as private Fami- 
lies, aroſe from Perſons not acting — to 
the Stations Providence had allotted, or the Places 


and Employments they were intruſted with; and 
the Conlequence was, and will always be the ſame 


to the Public, whether it proceeds from want of 
J udgment, Indolence, or Deſign. For this World 


may juſtly be called a Stage, and every one in 


it an Actor; he that performs the Character, or 

ſeveral Characters aſſigned him juſtly and pro- 
perly, will gain the Approbation of all that know 
and are concerned with him, and he that does not 
will be looked upon either as a weak, 'indolent, 
or deſigning Perlong and treated in like Manner: 
and as every one has, by Nature or Appointment, a 
Part to act on this Stage; and as the great Wheel 
that moves all thoſe who act properly is Religion; 
and as the Clergy are under the ſtrongeſt _ 


gations, both to God and Man to keep chat 


ing; he that neglects or refuſes is inſtrumental in 
ſtopping all the reſt: as no Man is born a Miniſter, 
or obliged to be of that Calling without his own 
Conſent, nay without he ſolicits for it; and that 
mul þe done at an Age, when no Perſon can be 
: ſuppoſed 


a» 


Rad 


8 furmoſed ignorant of what is the real Duty, of oe 


_- Miniſter; and as every one is obliged to declare 


5 that he is moved thereunto by the Holy Ghoſt, 


or Spirit of God, no Excuſe can hold good for 
not acting agreeable to the Dictates of that Spirit. 
But I Hs faid enough already for any Perſon 


to know the Cauſe why Religion decreaſes, and 


Vice and Immorality ſpreads itſelf over the Land. 
| I $HALL now endeavour to ſhew how the in- 
decent Manner now practiſed in performing what 
are called the Duties of 8 come to ring 
up amongſt us. 
THERE are a great many Perſons now „living 
who muſt remember, that the Duties of Reli- 


gion in many Churches, and other Places of De- 2 


votion, were performed in a very different. Man- 

ner of Speaking to what they are now; not only 
Miniſters, but moſt common People who could: 
read; (for there were a great many at that Time 
who could not,) had a religious Tone, which they: 


made uſe of in Prayer, Preaching, Reading the 
Scriptures, and all other good Books. Indeed 


there were few but ſuch read then; this con- 
© ſiſted of dreaching or drauling the Words out: 
but however agreeable this might be in its In- 

fancy, the Words were at length drawn out ſo 
long, and ended in ſo diſagreeable a Manner, that 


a great many briſk lively Petſons diſliked it, he- 


cauſe there appeared ſuch a wide Diffe- 


rence betwixt that, and the Tone of Voice made i 


uſe of in common Converſation. They liking; 


that better, attempted to pronounce their Words. 
in Prayer, Preaching, Sc. as they ſpoke at other, 
Times with their Friends, and ſome ſoon got into 


it; others of a longer ſtanding followed them; 
but ſome of the eldeſt kept on in their old Tone 


d to ee their. Days; ; the Dine did not 
- * 
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get over this is en as nd of the b bu 
I think even they are clear of it now. The Wo- 
men learned it to great Perfection, and choſe who 
inſtructed Children in reading taught them to do 
it wirk this religious Tone, ſo that there is no 
room to wonder how it came to be ſo general. 
Bor though the Tone of Voice I have been 
peaking of was very diſagreeable, yet the 
Words were all ſounded diſtinctly, not a Syllable 
loſt or ſounded ſo low as not to be heard and 
underſtood- by the moſt diſtant Perſon in the 
largeſt Church; they had thundering Voices, and 
3 they never complained of the Badneſs of their 
gan, or the Weakneſs of their Conſtitutions ; 
bur prayed and preached. for two or three Hours 
Forenoon and Afternoon, ' and. fome- 
chives in the Evening, without being out of Order; 
and had they known how to have got clear of 
that diſagreeable Tone, in a proper Manner, they 
would have made fine Orators:; but that was 
then 2 Secret, and if chat Kind of Speaking has 
continued, it is a very great Chance if ever I ns 
been diſcovered. - 
Tuts was ſucceeded by: a Tone of Voige, as near 
as poſſible to that with which eack Minifter con- 
verſed with his Friends or Aequamrance. Thus 
they read Prayers, and preached : but however 
nxagreeable that might ſeem then, or now, it was 
what brought on all that Coldnefs am Indiffe- 
rence with which the Duties: of Religion ſeem to 
= performed at this Time; they, to avoid 
Fault, were led ignorantly into one 
mie Conſequences have proved more fatal. 1 
ſhall now confider the * Long 
the publie Dates *. D 0: in a ' Tone 


of Voice. 
a Tone of fois reg. 
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e 
for converſing with Friends, or Equ 
not proper for Superiors and Inferiors; there 


ſhould be as much Difference in their Tone of 


Voice as in their Situation in Life. A Queſtion 
aſked of a Superior ſhould be performed with 
more Circumſpection than the like Queſtion 

aſked by the Superior of him; and this ſhould 


not only conſiſt in bowing the Body, pulling off 
the Hat, c. but the Tone of the Voice; for 
Servants are not to ſpeak to their Maſters in this 


familiar Tone, neither are Maſters to Servants 
in the like; it would be Arrogance in the one, 
and Weakneſs, if not downright Fooliſhneſs, in 


the other. Subjects ſhould not ſpeak to their 
Prince in the like Tone as to a Fellow- Subject; 


nor the Prince to his Subjects in a Tone proper 


for them to ſpeak to him; and this appears 
plain from the different Stiles in which our AK | 


Speeches, and our Lords and Commons A 


| dreſſes are compoſed; the firſtſhews the Majeſty wo 
a King, the other the Humility of the Subject; 


and as they differ in Stile, ſo they cannot be read 


as they ought without different Tones: ſo like- 
wiſe if a King commiſſions a Perſon to repreſent . 


him, that Commiſſion ſets him in a. different 


Light to what he appeared before, and whenever 
he perſonates his Prince, he ought to ſpeak in a. 
Tone of Voice every way ſuitable to his Maſter's 
Dignity, and the Power and Authority he is in- 


veſted with; the Judge, though eſteemed the 


Friend of, and Council for the Criminal, al- 
ways ſpeaks to him in a Tone that would be no 
way ſuitable for the Criminal to ſpeak in, when 
he ſpeaks to the Judge: ſo that a familiar Tone 
of Voice muſt be improper in a Variety of Caſes, 
but more particularly in the performing the pub- 


lie Duties of Religion. 


als, yet it is 
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Ir muſt be ay improper for a Miniſter | in 
DL Ec the Duties of his Function to ſpeak 
im a familiar Tone, except he is ſpeaking as from 
himſelf, viz. when he is telling his Congregation 

at what he has been preſſing on them, as a Duty, 
is entirely for their Intereſt, and that the Love 
and Affection he bears to them as a Flock com- 
mitted to his Care, induces him to be ſo conſtant 

and earneſt in beſeeching them to avoid the 
Miſery that hangs over, and will certainly be in- 
flicted on the Wicked and Ungodly, and deſiring 
them to accept that Mercy and Pardon, as well 
25 eternal Happineſs, promiſed by God himſelf 
to thoſe who obey the Goſpel. I fay in any Caſe | 
hut this, or ſomething of che like Nature, a fa- 
miliar Tone muſt be improper, for there is a 
greater Difpro ortion. betwixt God, the Creator 
of the Univerſe, and the greateſt Monarch, than 
2 the bipheſt among the Sons. of Men, and 
the loweſt Animal; and therefore that free fa- 
. "miliar Method, which, would be: improper, when 
Pe ſpeak to a King, muſt be much more improper 
When we addrefs God: and further, whenthe Miniſter 
F God, in in en his Word, he ſhould 
deliver it with the greateſt Propriety and Diſtin&- 
neſs, Force, and Energy, joined io the greateſt 
Folemnity he i is capable of, all which, muſt fall 
. Ipfinitely ſhort of a true Repreſentations and 
therefore every one who. repreſents God, in the 
Publication of his Will, as ſer forth in his Word, 
ſhould take Care in what Manner he repreſents 
him, who expects he ſhould do it faithfully, nd 
according to bis excellent Graatnaſ. „ 
Ir we conſider the * Parts of Prayer, we 


_ thall find noone — wrepdene 
of Vaice that is 22 much as that ought 
to be accompanie with a familiar —_ 2 
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(2) 3 
this though very agreeable among Friends, muſt 
be quite the reverſe when ſpeaking to God, theſe 
are not the Repreſentations of Humility: the Per- 
ſon who appears thus in the Preſence of God, in 
order to confeſs his Sins, or to repeat Words to 
that purpoſe, muſt be looked upon by all con- 
ſiderate People, as regarding as little what he is 
about, as the Horſe that 1 into the Battle; 
for a broken and contrite Heart, we are to preſent 
to God, when we confeſs our Sins before him, and 
no Perſon is ſo void of Underſtanding, as to think 
this to be the true State of the Perſon, who pro- 
nounces the Words intended to declare it with a 
familiar Tone of Voice, and a pleaſant eaſy Coun- 
tenance. I think without Breach of Charity, I 
may ſay,. whenever a Perſon repeats Words, 
proper for confeſſing of Sins before God, whether 
it be in the. Church, or in a private Family, with 
a familiar Tone of Voice, and a pleaſant Coun- 
tenance, the Voice and Countenance repreſents 
ſome pleaſant Ideas in his Mind, that have at 


that Time got the Aſcendant over thoſe, of the 


high Obligations he is under to his Creator, for 
ſparing, and not taking him off for the Offences 
ſignify'd by his Words: this Fam afraid is too 

often the Caſe, yet all that I plead for is, theſe 


are not proper; that every Perſon is capable of 


ee otherways, and therefore it is his 
0 'A familiar Tone of Voice, which is commonly 
accompanied with a pleaſant, eaſy Countenance,, 
muſt be improper in Petition. Even in Things 
belonging to this Life, to petition a Perſon im- 
plies either the Petitioner has offended, 'or de- 
fires a Favour of him he petitions, or he petitions 


for the Pardon of ſome Offence committed by - 


himſelf, another, or others; or for ſome Favours 
VF De ˖ | to 
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«ad to be beſtow'd: on him, or them, or the Petitioner 


may be jointly concerned in either. When a Per- 
ſon petitions for himſelf, if for the Pardon of 
an Offence, the Conſciouſneſs of his Guilt will 
prevent his appearing before the Perſon he has 


offended, with a pleaſant eaſy Countenance and 


familiar Tone of Voice, leſt it ſhould affront 
inſtead of appeaſe his Anger, which muſt be the 
Caſe where- ever the Offender puts himſelf on a 
Level with the offended, as he certainly muſt when 
he ſpeaks and looks in the ſame familiar Manner, 
as if there was the greateſt Intimacy betwixt them: 
but that is not all; the plain and natural Senſe of 
the Words made uſe of by all Perſons, to implore a 
Pardon for an Offence, are ſuch, as that no one wo 
hears them ſpoke in the Manner above, and ſees 
the Speaker's Countenance pleaſant; but muſt think 
him! in Jeſt, or that he does not en what he 
is about. 8 
I x a Perſon pier the King or e erer 
Man for a Place, Pardon, or Favour, if he either 
wants or deſires what he aſks, he will take care 
not to ſpeak nor look as above; nay his Wants 
or Deſires will cauſe him to be earneſt, and that 
Earneſtneſs will appear both in the Countenance 
and Tone of Voice, and the greater his Wants 
| 85 Deſires, the ſtronger will be thoſe nen 
Signs. 7 
3 will the Caſe be altered by others being 
concerned in the Crime committed, or - Favour 
deſired, the Perſon who repreſents the whole be- 
ing one, becauſe his own Deſires or Fears will be 


as conſpicuous as if he only was concerned. In- 


deed there may be ſome Difference when a Perſon. 
deſires a Pardon or Favour for another, or others, 
who is to receive no Advantage from it himſelf; 

yet even chen, if he has at Heart the t true FO 
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of them for whom he ſolicits, it will be b 
as if it was for himſelf; as we have great Reaſon 
to believe it was when our Lord prayed, that God 
would not lay his Death to the Charge of them 
who took away his Life; nor can we ſuppoſe that 
he put on a familiar Countenance, and the like 
Tone of Voice, when he beg'd that the Cup 
might paſs from bim, and ſweat great Drops as 
it were of Blood. No, his Looks and Voice were 
always ſerious, and expreſſive of the Thoughts of 

bis Heart; which were ever employed for the 
good of Mankind: and: if a familiar Tone of 
Voice, and unconcerned Countenance, is improper 
in petitioning Fellow - Creatures, it muſt be much 
more improper in petitioning the King of Hea-. | 

ven, who ſees and knows the Secrets of every 
Heart; and if his only begotten Son, when on 
Earth, thought it his Duty to addreſs his Father 
with che greateſt Seriouſneſs, Reverence and Hu- 
mility, certainly it muſt be: a great Crime for 

any Perſon to do it in a looſe familiar Way. 

A FAMILIAR Tone of Voice and ee 
muſt likewiſe be improper in giving God Thanks 
for Mercies received at his Hands; in this Caſe, 
though our Hearts may be glad, and alſo Joyful, 
that we have ſo gracious a Friend and Benefactor, 


yet we ſhould conſider the great Obligations we 


are under to him, for what we have and do receive 

daily at his Hands; this:ſhould cauſe us to ap- 
proach him with the greateſt Humility and Re- 

verence: now the greater the Favours the Perſon 
has received, the greater the Obligation he is un- 
der to his Benefactor; z ſeeing where- ever there 
is an Obligation it deſtroys the Equality, if there 

ever was one; ſo that ſhould it be ſuppoſed that 

an Equality once ſubſiſted betwixt two Perſons, 

| one of Which afterwards * the other, and. 


vas 
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| was upon his humble Requeſt or for the Sake of 
' fome Friend pardoned, and ſeveral Favours be- 


ſtowed on him; yet this would not put the Per- 


ſon who had offended on a Level with him againſt 


whom the Offence | was committed, but at a 


greater Diſtance; and the greater and oftener he 
offended, and was pardoned; the greater would 
be the Obli igation and Diſproportion betwixt 
them; (fo, though it is impoſſible that any one 
ſhould be equal with God, we being all under the 
higheſt Obligations to him for our Life and 
Breath and all Things, even if we had never of- 
fended, but as we have, and as he has promiſed ' 
Pardon of thoſe Sins, and every needful Bleſſing, 
for the Sake of his Son, whom he has appointed 
Heir of all Things,) we are by this under a 
greater Obligation than before; and as this is the 
. Caſe, our Tone of Voice in giving him Thanks 
ſhould be ſuch, as will convey Ideas of the high 
Obligations we think ourſelves under for the 
Bleſſings we have already received at his Hand, 
as well as the Promiſes of future Happineſs and 
Glory, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt; but where 
a familiar Tone of Voice and Countenance agree - 
able are uſed in this, or any other Part of Prayer, 
it will ſnew too much Levity- I ſhall therefore 
adviſe thoſe Miniſters whoſe Buſineſs it is to read 
the Common Prayer, to read it through, and 
conſider: what they read, and to whom it is di- 

rected, and then try if they can read it with a 

familiar Tone, unconcerned Countenance. 


A FAMILIAR Tone of Voice and — . 


agreeable, are no Way proper in preaching. Here 
the Miniſter-may, — looked upon 

as an Embaſſador from God, appointed to ex- - 

in his Will to his Creatures; —2 this ſhould 

b 5 W ras . r can 


beft- 
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h en 
beſt underſtand, 3 their preaching will 
anſwer no End: when a King ſends his Em- 

baſſador to another Prince to repreſent him, he 

expects he ſhould ſpeak to the Underſtanding 
of the Perſon to whom he is ſent, and that ſo as 
the Perſon ſent to ſhould. think both his Mafter 
and him in. earneſt; this can never appear with- 


out the Countenance is ſerious and grave, and 


the Tone of Voice ſuch as will give Weight to 


the Words; for the Perſon who ſpeaks in a fa- 


miliar Tone of Voice, and with a pleaſant Coun- 


tenance, upon a ſerious Subject, is often taken to 
be in jeſt, and no Wonder, ſeeing the Meaning 


of the Words are contradicted by thoſe Signs thar 


ſhould give them Force; and this is the Caſe with 


Miniſters whoſe. Actions and Words are diame- 
trically oppoſite to each other ; their Words, if 
delivered as they ought, would no doubt 


great Force, but that is deſtroy*d by the Look 


and the Voice, ſo that in preaching, a familiar 
Tone and Countenance muſt be improper. -"' 
I is a very ſerious and ſolemn Undertaking 


to repreſent the Majeſty of Heaven, whois King 


of Kings, and Lord of Lords; in delivering or ex- 


plaining his Will to a ſinful Race of Men, to ſet 
before bigh and low, rich and poor, Heaven with 


5 all its Glories, as the Reward of Obedience and 
_ Virtue, and Hell with all its Terrors as the Pu- 


 niſbooent:thar-eilhi be duftend en e as > 
and Diſobedient, and therefore no Way proper 


to be performed with a Tone of Voice, that is 
fit for conyerſing among Friends, on indifferent” 
Subjects, and with a pleaſant Countenanee. 

Tux Method of praying and preaching 1 e 
deen ſpeaking of, is what Diſſenting Miniſters 


are falling into, as well as thoſe of the eſtabliſned 
Church, Ry not ſo WOO by reaſon -of 


their 


their making uſe of their own Expreſſions in 
Prayer. Indeed ſome of them make uſe of a ſet 


Form, others give thernſelves more Scope, and + 


vary their Expreſſions every time; theſe laſt will 
neyer be capable of performing very quick, there 
being more Thought required than in running 


over a Form; and ſo long as they continue to 


alter their Expreſſions at Pleaſure, they will nor 
be able to ſpeak ſo quick as their Brethren, who 


pin themſelves | down: tO 4 For m, and who for 75 


that Reaſon are falling into this familiar Way of 


| ſpeaking and looking, which is very improper: 


therefore whatever I have, or may ſay in relation 
to Miniſters performing the Duties of Religion, 
is applicable to every one, of every Denomina- 


tion, who performs in the Manner ſet forth above, 


and to none but them. 4 03-553 


A FAMILIAR Tone of Voice or Manner of pro- 


nouncing Words, muſt be performed in leſs Time 
than thoſe ſpoken to Strangers with a Deſign. 


to be underſtood. Two Perſons may ſit in a Room 
and converſe in a familiar Manner, and under- 


ſtand each other; but if thoſe Perſons were fif- 


| _ teen, or. twenty Yards diſtant, neither would be 
able to underſtand: half the other ſaid, and it is 


not unlikely they would not underſtand. a Word, 


becauſe their Words could not have Force ſuf- 


ficient for that Purpoſe; nay, it very often hap- 


pens that two Perſons who converſe together in 


a familiar | Manner, and underſtand ev 1 Word 
each other ſay, have a third join them, who finds 


it a difficult Faſk to underſtand either, and yet 
never fails to underſtand any Perſon who ſpeaks 


diſtinctly and properly, which ought to be the 


Caſe with every one who ſpeaks; for no Man 


ſpeaks for his own Information, but for others, 
and therefore ſhould liſten as much to his own 
wag > „„ | Words 


% 
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Words as he would to theirs, if they were ſpeak= 
ing to him ; for if he does not liften to his own 
Words, ho can he know whether he ſpeaks what 
— incends , —_ ſomething _ p But, a familiar 
ay © is rly a without 
Thou Ses Thinks 9 5050 ben eg to ſpeak 
deliberately, that the to whom they ſpeak might 
have proper Time to fix Ideas to their Words, 
without which they can never be underſtood, ſee- 
ing Words are not Ideas, but are to be founded 
ſo as that Ideas may be fixed to each, which ne 
Perſon will be able to do ro Words ſpoken. at a 
Diſtance in a familiar Manne... 
Tua a familiar Way of ſpeaking is a qubele 
Way of A moor ry th is plain, as we thall find if wa 
8 ge, where we ſhall hear the farniliat 
Ss —.— — quicker than thoſe _-y re- 
t the May Kin or the Duty Sub- 
as, dich ths never —— in a familiar 
Manner, the Players well knowing the Conſe- 
quence of ſo doing; but if ever thar ſhould be 
me. Caſe, they would. ſoon de obli * te at 
Byte baer this fatniliae Way ns . 
eſed in the public Duties of ehe 
Church, — herd e been improving in the 
Art of Reading quick ; and it is yo uncommon - | 


thing to hear ſome boaſting, in how ſhort a Time 


they can read the whole Service; and indeed, a 
great many have arrived at ſuch Perfection, that 
te, N of the Laity, can attain. Ia reading | 
the Lord's Prayer, nothing is more common, 
chan for the Miniſter to have ended before: haſt 5 
the Audience comes to the Doxology, when the 
Clerk ſtops them with an Amen; then the Mi- 
niſter begins again, and as he ſtarts firſt, he keeps = 
— on until e * a the — when _ 
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| Ws 5 behind are ſtopt as SP : what Diſor- 
| der this cauſes in the Church of God, any Perſon 

| is able to judge, by comparing it with a Congre- 
gation finging Palms in like Manner; for if it 
is diſorderly for one Perſon to ſing one Verſe, 
and at the ſame Time another the next, it muſt 
be for one to repeat one Sentence and another the 
following, both together; this would be looked 
upon as à Fault in Children, and it muſt be much 
more ſo in a Miniſter and Con egation anform- | 
ing the-moſt ſolemn Parts-of THE 
Ir this. familiar quick Method of of Speaking 3 
have been treating, of, was performed only by 
running over the Words. or Sullables — 4 yet 
5 ing every one its proper Sound, few of the 
Laity would be left behind; for there is a Me- 
choc — reading quick, and at the ſame Time 
undling every d de. but this is not the Caſe, 
i being very difficult to be met with; for no- 
thing is more common than to hear Miniſters cut 
off ſmall; Words, and run two or more. into one 
Sound, as, alſo, neglecting ſounding the firſt or 
laſt. Syllables of long Words, and, ſometimes 
| both, and, here they are not entirely gut off, they 
are ſounded ſo low that the Audience cannot 
ur erſtand: and further, it is become very com- 
mon to hear Miniſters droꝑ the Sound of the laſt . 
to or three Sy 1lables, of a; Sentence, Which ſel- 
 - dom fails to bon theWhole unintelligable; and 
1955 —.— Li — 8 3 now, as the 
- = and rea in a aus. Tone 1 Was 
— + ang. the Laity are-near as guilty. of 
them as the Clerę 7, and both { ſeem to improve 
daily; and ſhould they continue to do ſo the next 
fifty Years, With as much Succeſs as they have 
the-laſt, neither would be able to ſpeak one 
Was n e eee 0 a 
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all thoſe ObſiruRions- of Speech that we meet 
with now, and whieh moſt Men would charge on 
the Badneſs of their Organs, or Weakneis of 
their Conſtitutions, are no more than Habits 
they have acquired at School, or of ſome Perſon 
or Perſons afterwards, very few of which reel 

Known before this Method was in Faſhion. 
TRR Manner of Preaching and Praying T have 
| been mentioning would be improper, even if the 
Miniſters who practiſe it believed that Religion 
Was only a political Scheme, invented on Purpoſe 
to keep the lower Sort of People in awe, by in: 
Killing into them the Notions of a God, and of 
future Rewards and Puniſhments, in order to 
vent their acting contrary to Government, and 
o bind them by Oaths to obey their Superiors; 
even then, it would be abſolutely neceſfary,' chat 
ae D Duties of Religion ſhould be performed in 
the · moſt reverend and ſolemn Manner, with Se. 
riouſneſs and Gravity of Countenance, and hum 
ble Tone of Voice, in like Manner as if the Per 
ſon who performs believed it his Duty: nay, it 
_ would be the greateſt Stupidity to act any other 
Way for were we to admit that to be the Caſe, 
it follows, that the End and Deſign of appoint- 
| ing Miniſters and paying chem, was to propagate 
cthis Scheme; therefore as ſoon as it appears 

that they neglect, or the Deſign is made pub. 

lic ſo as the End cannot 1 anſwered, 26 
Perſons who are employed to carry it on be- 
Come uſeleſs, and conſequently will be diſmiſf- 
end by thoſe who employ them; and as they are 
educated and brought up for that very End, and 
their whole Maintainance depends upon it, dif- 
miſſing them muſt be ſtarving the greateſt Part. 
So that if Religion was a political Scheme, in- 
vented by * Miniſters were the 
7 U 1 © 


Perſons employed to = inten 0 are 
not in the Secret, for which they are to have 
@ handſome Living, it muſt be both their Duty 
and Intereft to carry it on the fame as if they 
believed it was required by God: Firſt, ie mult 
be a Man's own Choice, that he becomes one in 
carrying on this Scheme; Secondly, he cannot 
be ignorant in what Manner this Scheme ought 
tao be carried on; and Thirdly; d. it fail, he 
mauſt expect to be — ef Bread. Theſt 
Things conſidered, if Religion was an Invention 
of Man, it would be the Duty, as well as for the 
| Intereſt; of every Miniſter, to act the Miniſter, 
until the Play is ended and the Curtains drawn, 
522 that the familiar, quick,-polire Method I have 
peaking of before, would be improper, 
—— if Religion was no more than the Inven- 
—— — Men. I ſhall now: conſider ſeveral 
— . that flow from the familiar, —.— 
— ethod of performing che public Duties 
| * Religion I have been treating of. 
- Firſt; A familiar Method of -perfc 


1 Duties .of Religion; has brought. forming ch 2 


Pronounce the Na mes Ceds and Lordsib a flight 
— 2 ſo that the common People 
do the ſame z by, this Means thoſe ſacred Names 

are daily and hourly taken in vain, and that on 

oft trivial Occaſings;: not Only by Men and 

Women, but by Children, whoſe Tears and Ca- 

Pæritiss are ſuck. as — Thi of their khow- 
ing what is meant hy then. This is the frſt Step 
towards common Sw ſeeing when Perſons 

can mention thoſe great and glorious Names 

without the leaſt Awe on Revefence, they wil! 

have very little Scruple to 3 

When Perbng are addicted to publit Swearing. 
e 8 _ 


_ Awy 
firear before a-M agiſtrate, ben . — 
Trutk would be to "heir Di 
e ee anna nents 
be able to put a Stop to it, but the Revital of 
true Religion; and until ſuch a Stop is put, no 
Mlan is ſecure of Life or Property; for if Perſons 
are ſo abandoned, as that a ſolemn Appeal to God. 
and the Fear of Hell and everlaſting Miſery, 
will not oblige Men to do what is lawful and 
_ no human Obligagon will be found ſuf- 
— A fatailiat, polite Method of Pregch- 
ing has brought Miniſters to uſe polite, genteel 
_ -Words; by "he they ſet before their Audiences, 
the Punifhments that will be inflicted in a future 
State upon the Ungodly and Diſobedient; and 
the Reaſon for ſo doing is, harſn Scripture rack 
pteſſions might drive the: People to Deſpair ; but 
ve can no way ſuppoſe this to be right, without 
ve believe Chriſt and his Apoſtles. were wrong. 
Prom e 42 great n ofthe Lord, 
will pronounce the following Sentence 
on the Wicked, viz. Depart from me, ye Curſed, 
into everlaſting Fire, prepared far the Devil and bis 
Anels: and the, Apoſtle declares, bat the Wicked 
all detwrntd into Hell, aud all the People that for- 
get Cad. And Fobn: the Baptiſt, called thoſe - 
wicked People. who came to his Baptiſm a 
Gentration af Viperu. Theſe Expreſſions are grown 
out of Faſhion amongſt the Gentlemen in the - 
Miniſtry: they being ſuch as might either affront, 
or drive ſome People into Deſpair. Bur let Miniſ. 
ters excuſa themſelves how they pleaſe,” there 


pair by thoſe Expreſſions then, than now; fee 
age Words 1 Hell Cs er Were ever 
. . , 


% 


could nor be eſs Fear of driving Perſons toDef. 
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| Sidi chan they are at this Tin ime, t nor expreſſed 15 
on more trivial Occaſtons, therefore no juſt Rea- 
bn can be aſſigned for ſoftening- the Expreſſions 
of Scripture; but all Juze Perſons would 
be more apt to conclude, that Words more ſevere, 
and that will convey ſtronger and more ſtriking 
Jdeas-of Miſery and Pain, ought, if poſſible, to 
be invented, in order to ſet fortk the future 
Puniſhment of thoſe who. act as if there was no 
God. If the ſacred Names of God and Lord, as 
often as they occur in the Worſhip of the Church, 
and whenever mentioned by Miniſters elſe where, 
were founded in a grave, ſerious, ſolemn Man- 
ner; 3 way ſuitable to the Dignity of him they 
| = reſent to our Minds, they would not be taken 
often in vain as they are now. And vhis appears 
plain from the Regard moſt People pay to the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, which is very ſeldom pro- 
Faned hke the others; and the Reaſon I take to be, 
the Church Miniſters moſt commonly pronounce 
it with a more ſolemn. Tone, and bowing ar the 
fame Time'z z ſo: likewiſe, more Regard would be 
Faid to the Happineſs and Miſery. of à future 
State, (if the Joys of Heaven were deſcribed in 
that beautiful and glorious Manner ſet forth in 
_ the Goſpel, and with a grave reverend Counte- 
nance and Tone of Voice correſponding, and Hell 
nh all its afflicting Circumſtances urged. with 
the like Earneſtneſs) than now is, when ſet forth 
in a polite familiar Manner. 
' Thirdly, Tho' we have Reaſon to believe there 
were Infidels-in this Nation, before this polite: fa- 
miliar, Method of performing the public. Duties 
of Religion came to be practiſed, or itito Faſhion, 
| yet this has no daubticauſed their Number to in- 
creaſe,” they being aways ready to lay hold of 
| every Opportuniey. to invalidate kg + 
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anJ _ -can be nothing more to their Pur 
or to the Diſadvantage of thoſe ſacred DE 
than what I have been ſpeaking of; for; lays the 
Deiſt, it is plain, that the Miniſters of the Goi- 
pel do not believe the Goſpel to be a Revelatima 
trom God, ſeeing if they did, they would ſhew 
ſome Signs of it, and the leaſt that can be ex- 
pected is, that they ſhould perform the public 
Duties of Religion in the moſt decent; reyerend 
and ſolemn Manner, every way ſuitable. to God, 
vho expects it from them. Now, as it is plain 
few perform in this Manner, fo it is as plain the 
| other do not believe. For the Advantages 
miſed to faithful Miniſters are ſo great, TY or the 
 þ hreatnings ſo ſevere to ſuch as are negligent in 
their Duty, that every one who believes muſt per- 
form, and he who neglects ſhews a greater Sign 
of Unbelief than Words can expreſs; ſo that the 
Increaſe of Infidelity complained of amongſt us, 
is 5 eee of what I have been i 
in 
E In Nations Where they do not pre- | 
tend to a Revelation from God, but appoint s 
Religion according to their own Conceptions of 
che Deity, they expect not only the Prieſts, hin 
Fog e, to appear at their public Worſhip. in the 
moſt ſerious, reverend and ſolemn Manner, be 
Fully erſuaded that any thing ſhort of that x pi. 
incenſe the Gods, and bring down Ourſes in 
the room of Bleſſipgs. To deny, refuſe, or ne- 
glect to give to God what is his Due, and in our 
Power, is denying his Right to it; and denying 
his Right, is denying that he is God: for the 
Light of Nature informs us that there muſt be a 
firſt Cauſe, from whom we have 57 Life | 
and Breath, and every thing we enjoy, abd and who 
as able o continue men to oy, take them 


1 


We S 


be. away, on account of which ies our Duty ee ws: 
© _ hip and ſerve him in the beſt Manner we are able. 
Now to believe and acknowledge this, and act di- 
ane to it, is ina Seripture Senſe de- 
E nd this muſt givethe ſpeculative Atheiſt 
a very great Handle where - ever it happens; and 
ckis is the Caſe of every one, who does not ſeem 
to wor ſbis God with holy Worſoip, lifting up boly 
Hands, with a reverend Geſture and Tone of 
Voice, e 1 11 of the ſeveral Duties of Religi- 
on, and the Obligations he thinks himſelf under, 
as a ſinful Creature, not only for what he has re- 
ceived, but for thoſe great and glorious Promiſes 
made us in the Goſpe Hor the Sa of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
EFifthly, The DeſtruQion of Religion is the 
Cauſe of Soth and FPuſillanimity; ſo long as Men 


_ religious, they will be induſtrious in providing 


for their Families, defending the State, &c. but 
whete this is wanting, preſent Happineſs is what 


| Men purſue, and where-ever they think-they can 
ttain it with Impunity, though never ſo unjuſt- 


by, they will never fail to attempt what will 
produce it: this is whatauſes aſl thoſe Vices 
and Immoralities that are practiſed amongſt 
us. Let us pitch upon any one, and we ſhall 
nnd chat the want of Religion is the Cauſe 

of it; nay, even the Perſon who is guilty of 
it would, if one ſhould go to him as Nathan 
did to David, give Sentence againſt himſelf :' ſo 


| mech de Men abhor that ot rs fhould know 


| their Crimes. But were Men truly religious, had 
. they the Fear of God's Puniſhments in a future 
State before their Eyes, they would, whenever a 
Temptation offers, ſay, How can I do this great 


15 n and. fin againſt Grd? but Men with- 
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and Sins, but dead to the State. Such Men may 


perchance act many things for the Good of the 
State, when what they do will gratiſy their own 
Paſſions; yet were their Paſſions quite the reverſe, 
they would follow them, if they could do it with 
Enpunity : nay, we have found Men acting with the 
greateſt r under a Government, they 


took the firſt Opportunity to overturn; this can 


never be the Caſe where: Men are truly religious, 
they will not take the Oaths to qualify them for 
thoſe Places, or act to the beſt of their Capacities 
In them. Therefore, Religion is the Life of the 
Nation; every Perſon that is indifferent is ſick, 
and thoſe who have no Religion, are mortified 
Members, and of as little real uſe when wanted, as 


1 mortified Fart of the human Body is to the Per- 


ſon it belongs; for ſuch a Perſon will do nothing 
for the Good of the Nation without Compulſion, 
where it will not gratify his Pride, Pleaſure, or 
Avarice: Self, and Self only, is at the bottom — 
all he does; tis this makes poor Men neglect their 
Buſineſs, rich Men ſqueeze the Poor to get more, 
and graſp at Places, Titles, and Honours, with- 
out conſidering whether they are qualified for the 
Places, deſerving the Titles, or have merited 


the Honours: the want of Religion makes Sol- | 


diers Cowards, and this was the Caſe of old. When 
the J/rachites had God and his Ark in Eſteem and 
Reverence, they fought with all the Courage Men 


could fight; but as ſoon as they thought light of 


God, they loſt all their Courage, and were olige 
© run before their Enemies. 
Ap not only the Children of Iſrael fake beſt 
che" Religion, but the Romans carried their Gods 
Along with them to Battle; even Catiline carried, 
that is, he ſent before him his Silver Eagle: and 


we find that in the Civil Wars in England the Par- 


FOE s Army was much more victorious when 
. they 


(49). | 
this were told they fought the Cauſe of God and. 
Religion, than before, No Motive can be ur wn 
to a common Soldier to cauſe: him to fight 
Religion, ſeeing he has no Property to loſe; fk 
can he be made to believe he can receive any 
great Advantage if he comes off victorious, but 
each knows he ſtands a Chance to loſe Life or 
Limbs, which, without a Motive ſufficient to 
make up that Loſs, will induce them to do what 
they can to avoid it by reſigning themſelves Pri- 
ſoners, or running away: but when they are in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of Religion and Liberty, 
and that the Cauſe they are fighting is the Cauſe 
of God, and that turning their Back on their 
Enemies is turning their Backs on God, and giv- 
ing up his Cauſe to his Enemies, for which they can 
expect no leſs than everlaſting Miſery ; and that 
if they do their Duty courageouſly, though they 
ſhould loſe their Lives, God, in whoſe Cauſe they 
loſt it, will amply recompenſe them with a Crown 
of Glory in Heaven: I ſay, when they are in⸗ 
ſtructed in theſe Principles, "they will neyer give 
way. Theſe are the Motives that induced Engliſb- 
men to fight a hundred Years ago, when all Eu- 
rope dreaded the Engliſh Arms, and courted the 
. Favour of him they looked upon as an Uſurper. 
And were our Soldiers now to act on the ſame 
Principles they did, we ſhould find. their Courage 
equal to what the othier was; it is the different 
Miotives Men act from that produces different Ef- 
fects. Men who are not religious may happen to 
fight a good Battle, but Men who fight for Re- 
ligion and Liberty will never fail to fight, becauſe 
they believe if they live they ſhall receive an Ad- 
vantage, and if they die ſhall be amply.rewarded ; 
ſo. that all the Sloth and Puſillanimity amongſt 
our Armies, is owing to the Want of Religion, 
_— that. procecds from the polite familiar . Me: 
tho 


ooo und | 

'  thod of performing the ſeveral Duties of it in the 
3 e cory ene 
_ - SixT#Ly, Methodiſm is a Conſequence of that 


Mode of praying and preaching I have been treat- 


ing of. Few People are ignorant that Mr. Vbit- 
field was the firſt to whom that Name was given ; 
that he was educated at Oxford, and ordained a Mii- 
{ter of the Eſtabliſhed Church; that he conſented 
to go and propagate the Goſpel at Georgia; that 
he preached for ſome time in London, and great 
Numbers followed him where ever he went, inſo- 
much that it was difficult to get into the Church; 
that he preached ſeveral Charity Sermons to crowd- 

ed Audiences; and that few Perſons were more 
1dolized by the People than he; that he never at- 
tempted to preach in the Fields until he was re- 
fuſed preaching in the Church; that the firſt time 
he preached in the open Air he went with a De- 
ſign to preach in a Church, and was promiſed he 
ſhonld by the Miniſter of the Pariſh, who after- 
wards altered his Mind, and ordered the Doors to 
be ſhut; that the Excuſe he made was, there would 
be ſo many People that the Seats would be broke 
down; I fay, as theſe things have been ſet forth 
in the Public Papers, few People can be ignorant 


of them. It muſt be confeſſed, that every Mini- 


ſter has a Right to admit or deny any other Mi- 

niſter preaching in his Church; but we can no 
way ſuppoſe Mr. Wpitſield would have went for 
that purpoſe, without firſt. aſking leave, and if 
denigh; ſuch Denial would have prevented both- 

him and the People's going, and therefore it was 
not acting the Gentleman to ſhut the Doors up 
after he had promiſed him his Pulpit, to ſay no 
worſe; but what was moſt admirable was the Ex- 
cuſe he made for it, vix. the Seats would be broke 
_down; this was a very great Sign they wanted to 
be faſtened up, or to 13 new put in their 2 
. 1 Other- 


„ (a) 


| otherwiſe how ſhould the People break the Seat 


down more in the Country than in London: but let 


us ſuppoſe a few Seats muſt have been broke down, 


in confequence of this, there would have been a 
greater Number of People at that Church than 
commonly went, fome of whom to hear him 


preach out of Novelty, becauſe they had heard 
'  him-extolled as a good Preacher; others we may 
ſuppoſe went who had ſtayed from Church be- 


- cauſe they did not like their own Miniſter; I ſay, 
ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, there was but little 


Sign of the good Chriſtian, who would have re- 
. Joiced to ſee a crowded Audience; for the more 


People attend, the more Good the Preacher is 
likely to do, if he is in earneſt in the Cauſe he is 
about: it is a great Chance when a great Number 
of People, who ſeldom or never go to any Place 
of Worſhip, go to hear one who ſeems to have 


the Cauſe! of God and Religion at heart, but 
ſome of them are by his preaching ſo wrought up- 
on and convinced, as to turn from the Error of 
their Ways to ſerve the Living God; this I think 
is #6 be preferred before the ſaving a Bench from be- 


ing broke down. Every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt 


Wil be glad to ſee a large Company come to hear 


the Word of God, let who will preach. It cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that when Peter preached and con- 
verted three thouſand Perſons, that the eleven 
Apoſtles were jealous or angry; nor can we ſup- 
poſe that the Apoſtles neglected to preach where 

the Jews refu them their - Synagogues 3 it 


that had been the Caſe, the Chriſtian Religion 


would never have ſpread as it did: preaching in 
the open Air might, for what I know, be as great 


a Novelty then as now; yet it was the Means of 
converting many thouſands, who would never 


have known. any thing of Chriſt if he had preached 


only in the Church, for they went more out of 
ꝑ—— | | Deriſion 


3 
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'Deriſion-than Raligjon, bat Gad meant it foe chats 


Salvation. The Apoſtles. were not called to the 


Miniſtry when they were at Church, but at their 
ſeveral Trades and Callings; Peter was mendin 


his Nets, and Matthew fat at the Receipt of 
Cuſtom. Chriſt did not come to call the Righte- 


_ - ous but Sinners, and it would have anſwered no 
End to have called them at Church where they 


never went; but we find the Jews were angry | 
ut 


that Chriſt went after Publicans and Sinners, 


he let them know that the whole needed nat à Ph. 
fician, but they which were fick, who could, or 
would not come after him, for which Reaſon he 
went to them; which Example Mr. Wpitſeld has 


followed ever ſince he was denied preaching in the 


Church; and it is generally reported he has got 
one hundred thouſand Followers, moſt of which 


: before his preaching were the vileſt of Mankind. 


but are now ſober religious Perſons, good Mem- 
bers of Society, and good Subjects to the King; 
and that Mr. Waſicys preaching has had as good 
Effect on the like Numbers ; moſt of whom they 


have brought to be Members of the Church of - 


England, viz. to baptize their Children, and re- 
ceive the Sacraments there; for as they preach 
only betimes in a Morning, and in the Evening, 
they- order their Followers to. go the other Parts 
of the Day to their reſpective Places of Worſhip ; 
and as moſt of them went to no Place of Worſhip . 


before, and as ſuch, always looked on themſelves as 


Church People, they go Forenoon and Afternoon 


there; fo that inſtead of weakening the Church 


by taking Members from it, they have ſtrengthen- 
ed it by adding thouſands of Members to it; for 
the Methodiſt, properly ſpeaking, are no Church, 
having no Ordinances adminiſtered amongſt them. 

It has been common to turn out Miniſters, or 


deny them preaching, when they held any Doc- 


trine 


N Dean away their 


TN JJC 
trine en to the Articles of that Church to 
which they belonged; but that was always done, 
either by ime 
landing, or a new onè to ſuppreſs a riſing Hereſy , 


but Mr. Wh:#field ſeems to be the firſt that the 
Clergy of a whole Nation agreed to prevent 
preaching, without ever proving he had broken 
either the eccleſiaſtical, moral, or national Law; 


and they not only deny him preaching, but 


| ſpeak of him as the moſt contemptible of Man- 


kind, inſomuch that his Life is even in Danger 
from Churchmen, when he is performing the 


Duties of the Church, ſo that the Church perſe- 


Cutes the Churccn. ee 
As Mr. Mpitſield profeſſes himſelf of the 
Church, teads the Ceremonies of the Church, and 


preaches Doctrines agreeable to her Articles, and 
it never was proved, that he has been guilty of 


any Vice or Immorality that could render him 


2 unwofthy of being a Miniſter ; nay, as no Per- 


ſon ever attempted to prove him a Heretic, either 


in Opinion or Practice, it is very odd, that he 
ſhould receive ſuch Treatment from his Brethren ; 


for if he has offended the Law, let him' be puniſh- 


ed by the Law, but if the Law has no Puniſh- 
ment to inflict on him, he has committed no 
Tranſgreſſion; and therefore to perſecute him 


contrary to Law, is what renders his Perſecutors 


i p 


obnoxious to the Law. 


Ma. Jhitfield's chief Crime was, that he ſeemed 


to be in earneſt both in Reading Prayers and 


| Preaching ; this was what brought him a large 


Audience, and that was what 'made his Brethen, 
who had not ſo many People to follow them, 
angry; they by 557 2 familiar Method had 


grave, ſerious, and reverent Delivery, reg 
; 5 ; ; = 85 Fs ; 4 „ : * t m 


7: 


ſome Law or Canon of ſome 


ongregations, and he by 4 


0 ; 6 
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them to follow him where-ever he Fare ER 


this raiſed, a Jealouſy in them, leſt he ſhould ac- 

quire more, Reputation than they, which was not 
the Caſe of only one or two, but of moſt of that 
Body.; and this is plain to a Demonſtration, they 


only waited for an Opportunity to ſhew their Re- 


ſentment, all ſeemed agreed to do it, but none 
choſe to be firſt, but as ſoon as one had begun, the 
reſt joined withone Conſent, and denied him preach- 


ing in their Churches. Should it be objected, his 


Doctrine is different from what moſt Church Mi- 


niſters preach, I ſhall readily grant it; but yet 


there are ſome Miniſters who preach the ſame, 
without being treated as they have treated him 
and as that is the Caſe, it is plain, that nothing 
prevents him but his being ſo much in earneſt, in 
preſſing the People to a Compliance with their 


Duty towards God and Religion, which has had 
more effect on them, than the polite familiar Me- 


thod J have ſo often mentioned already. 
ALTROUGH Mr. Mpitfeld's Doctrine is different 


from that moſt Miniſters preach in the Church, yet it 


is what both he and they have ſworn to maintain, 
Jo that the Church Miniſters look on him as be- 


ing unworthy to preach in the Church, and pro- 


per to be ſtiled a Methodiſt, becauſe he preaches 


the Doctrine he ſwore he believed; and themſelves as 


godd Churchmen, becauſe they ſwear to the ſame 
Doctrine, and never preach it. And Mr. Weſley 


muſt be a Methodiſt becauſe he does not proach 
Doctrines agreeable to the Articles of the C 


urch, 
but according to what is commonly preached by 


her Miniſters ; fo that it is plain and evident, that 


the Methodiſts have no way acted contrary to the 


Minifters-of.the Church... ou nh 
| In order to a Miniſter's being treated as a Me- 
thodiſt, it is neceſſary that he has God and Reli- 


gion in high Eſteem and Veneration, and that he 


performg 


derally, he muſt expe 
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s the ſeveral 8 of Religion hr the 

| ws Seriouſnefs and Sofemnity ; that he enden - 
yours to inſtruct when in their Duty to God 
und their Hor e „as well as the rich, ſetting 


before them t 


wicked and prophane Sinner in another World : 
thefe are fufficient to cauſe a Miniſter to be branded 
with the Name of Methodifm, after which if he 
| ſhould h a Charity Sermon, and the Argu- 
ments he make uſe of, and his Manner of deliver- 
ing them, ſhould jnduce the Audience to give li- 
pet to de branded with the 
odious Name of Pickpocket, for not examining 
whether every Perſon who gave could afford it, 


and Arber the I have their Huſbands Con- 


ſent before they part with their Monies. Alter- 


Wards it is expected he ſhould give an Account of 


the Money collecteti, not to them who gave it, or 
for whom it was given, but to ſuch as are deter- 


: mined to think that the Money was' fraudulently 8 


got, and foolifhly applied. 

| Ix order to be Wa modern Divine, it is 
a Putte learn to perform every Part of the ſeve - 
ral 


ties of Reigen in as little time as poſſible, 


and in one Tone of Voice; Emphaſis and Ca- 
dence ſhould be avoided, and the Pauſes betwixt 
each'Sentece ſhould be as Mort as poſſible, that the 


Sound of the Words may be either ſo low - thar 


half the Audience cannot hear, or ſo imperfect 


they cannot underftand half he ſays: he ſhould 
take care to have an unconcerned Countenanee, 


and his Eyes employed in looking at the People, 


at the Time he is uttering Words which can be 
directed to none but God; nor will he be the leſs 
5 Fa lite, if when his Words are directed to the People 

turns his 1 5 and looks * to Heaven: one 


thing 


woke and precious Promiſes made 
to thofe that — 2 and turn to God, and the ſe- 
vere Puniſhments that will be inflicted on the 


Ca) : 


ting more; is neceſſary, viz. that he takes care to 


preach upon Subjects that the poor cannot under- . 


ſtand; this will prevent their coming, and will 


make. more room for People of Fortune to go to 


their Seats, and ſerve God without mixing with 
the Vulgar, which ſeems to be a thing very much 


deſired at this Time; nay from the Treatment the 
Methodiſts meet with, whoſe Audienccs are made 
up of the lower ſort of People, it appears plain; 
how much they are grudged the Opportunity of. 


_ worſhipping God in any Place. 


I Tainx to the Honour of the Church it may. 
be properly ſaid, ſhe has a great many Methodiſt 


| Miniſters belonging to her, who would be denied 


reaching as well as Mr. Mhitſieid, if they had not 
-hurches of their own, but as they have, it is out 
of the Powerof their Brethrento turn them out, tho? 
it is not to hinder them preaching in others; but 


that has no other effect than to fill the Churches of 
| thoſe who follow the Method proper for a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, and conſequently of one who be- 


longs to the Church of England by Law eſtabliſn- 
ed; and it is to be hoped; that other Miniſters will 


flüll into the like Method, that there may be a ſuf- 
ficient Number to make Head againſt thoſe, who 


perform the ſeveral Parts of their Function with- 


out Method or Order, or whoſe Method is very 
bad, and what deſtroys Religion, in the room 


of increaſing it; when this comes to be the Caſe, 


every Miniſter who has taken pains to collect the 
Peoor together, taught them the Duties of Reli- 
gion, and by that means hath been inſtrumental 


of their turning from being the moſt ignorant, 


wicked, and prophane, to be religious, ſober, and 


pious Perſons, loyal to their King, and ready to 


aſſiſt their Fellow- ſubjects in their Neceſſities, 
NMui.ll be looked upon 8 a faithful Miniſter of 


: 


d“ dumnini 


Chriſt, 


C 


aud bis holy Angels, when all thoſe who neglect 


the. n Method will be treated as not known 5 


of him. 


Habe Hawn whin ned whis Schiſm i in the | 


Church, the. uniting it together, or deſtroying 


Methodiſm, is not very difficult, nor no way 
diſhonourable to the Church; for if thoſe Perſons 
. who are called Methodiſts are treated as Church 


Members, and not moleſted in performing the 


| Duties of Religion, they will very contentedly pay 


their own Preachers, who, I doubt not, will ac- 


cept of Orders the ſame as others of «he Church 
do; this will put an End to theſe unchriſtian 
Practices that have ſubſiſted for about twenty 
Tears. There is alſo another Method to deſtroy | 


this Sect, as they like the Common Prayer and 
Doctrine of the Church, which is, to. out- pray and 


reach them. This, a dignified Perſon told me, 


was the only Way; railing and abuſing them, 


* « ſays he, will cauſe them to increaſe, but out- 
* 2 8 ane preaching them will cauſe them to 
For no Perſon will go a Mile be. 


yond his Pariſh Church, and pay for it, when he 
can hear better preaching for nothing at home. 
The cold, looſe, irreverent Manner of p rforming 
the ſeveral Duties of Religion, practiſed by great 


X£ Numbers of Miniſters, has been and is complained | 
of daily, not only in the two great-Seminaries of 


Learning, but by the moſt dignified Father of 
the Church, as the only deſtrudtive Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, * Nor is that Spirit of Piety to be found 
amongſt Diſfenters, ſince their Miniſters. w_ into 


= Mis R "Re" ters was before, and this 
„ . 


and a Credic to the Church, that ary bis ; 
Method will be approved of not only: b quark 
Mien and Chriftians, but by Chriſt himf ur 9 

will own both him and his Labours before God © 


wy 


is evident from the ae make. ay * 


and the Thinneſs of their Meetings. 8 
I think I have ſufficiently proved W & the 


ud Cauſe of the Decay of Religion, how it firſt 


came to be introduced, and the ſeveral Conſe- 


- quences that have and do daily attend it, and will 
as long as it continues; which it muſt, until thoſe 


Miniſters who have eden neglected, learn to 
act, look, and ſpeak like Miniſters; their Hearts 


no one but God knows, but their ene Beha- 


viour every one may judge of; ſo that when Mi- 
nifters perform the Duties of Religion in a Way 
and Manner worthy of God, when their Counte- 


nances, Geſtures, and Voices, ſignify that they have 


the Glory of God, the advancing Chriſt's King- 


dom, and the Good of all Mankind at heart, then 


they may expect that God will own their Labours, 
and add daily Seals to their Miniſtry, who will be 


their Joy and Crown of rejoicing in the Day of 


the Lord Jeſus z then Religion will ſpread 2 3 


and that Liberty that we enjoy, which ſeems now 

to be employed only to baniſh Religion, will then 
be a Means to increaſe, and cauſe it to flouriſh. _ 
Blut if thoſe Miniſters continue to go on, and 


perform the moſt ſolemn Duties of Religion in 


that polite, genteel, and expeditious, or rather 
indecent and irreverent - Manner I have been 
treating of, nothing can be expected but the In- 
_ creaſe of all thoſe Evils already mentioned; and it 
is greatly to be feared this will be the Caſe, until 
| thoſe polite Preachers ſpend more time in ſtudying 
_ the. Scriptures. At preſent they ſeem. to be ſo 
much taken up with things pertaining to this 


Life, that they complain of he Hardſhips they 


undergo in performing the religious Duties of the 


Sanctuary, and the Manner in which they do it 


1 uff 0 ſhews, they have 10 Pleaſure nor r Delight 


in 


N ZW ich pe So. Nay hee? 450 
ben ae e con nt mierhſelves with 
e Things of this World; here theirs 
and here their Tteaſures ſeems to her; . — if 
8 their Hearts and Treaſure were in Heaven They 
Would be continually promoting the Inteteſt of 
4. -tharKingdom, and him who'reignsthere, coy 
2 Propagating pure and undefiled Revciom, and hüt 
Ang all vain Converſation; they. would end Nr 
That their Light might ſo they or Tee Meh, 
fat they: might ſee their SE IA ks, and 724 
- their 2 which.\is; in e ee 1 


"ad 


ofis LI 2 = 
. let. his- 42 mb GE 


29850 he 94 of Chriſt's Death. 
NE 12 i ach Miniſter ſhould candle 
"the People of his Path as 4 Flock, delivered into 
his Care by Chriſt himſelf, Who. Wil require a 
faithful Account of every one at the great Land not- 
able Day of tbe Lord, before wliom it will be in 
vain to plead, This great Man I was afraid to tell 
his Faults, and this poor Man I thought below my 
Notice; then will be brought the Book, where it 
is cvcorded, that St. Pau, when a. Priſoner, Was 
not afraid, even before his, Judge, who was a 
Libertine, to reaſon- f Righteouſneſs, Temperance, 
and Judgment 10 come, until he made him tremble ; 
and Chriſt preached the Goſpel freely to the Pages 
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